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thE problEm Education changES EvErything

What does Islam say about educatIon?
The first word revealed by God in the Quran is Iqra (Read). . .

“Read in the name of your Lord 
who created; created the human being from a clot of blood. Read, 
and your Lord is the Most Gracious; who taught by means of the pen, taught the human being what he 
did not know.” (96: 1-5).

According to the United Nations, 
126 million children and teens 
worldwide are not attending school.

PoVeRty
Makes paying for school fees and 
uniforms impossible; 215 million 
children work instead of going to school. 

WateR scaRcIty
Affects more than 1 billion people. 
Children – frequently girls – who must 
walk miles to fetch water every day 
cannot go to school.

dIsease
From drinking contaminated water: 
443 million school days are missed every 
year due to water-borne illnesses.

socIal InstabIlIty
Keeps kids out of school. Refugee and 
street children – their lives disrupted 
by war, natural disasters, violence, the 
death of a parent, or drug and alcohol 
abuse – are scavenging, begging and 
fighting to survive instead of going 
to school. 

GendeR Roles
Assigned to girls often pose a barrier 
to school enrollment. Girls may be kept 
home because they are seen as essential 
caregivers and workers, or prevented 
from attending school because of being 
married young in families that cannot 
afford to feed or educate them.

RundoWn schools
Lacking sanitation and electricity make 
learning a struggle.

When women and children from disadvantaged backgrounds gain a basic education, they are 
more likely to escape the cycle of poverty. 

They also become less susceptible to malnourishment and disease, human trafficking, child 
labor, violence and other human rights abuses. 

Educated women are more aware of their rights, more involved in their communities and more 
likely to give birth to healthier babies and children. They protect themselves better against 
diseases like HIV. They are more likely to send their children to school, and to contribute to the 
economic development of their countries.

Educating just one girl can change the lives of her descendants for generations.

But all children need and deserve an education. For the millions of street children, child laborers, 
child soldiers and other children deprived of access to school, education is the most effective 
method of reintegrating them into society (UNESCO).
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ZF schools FoR syRIan 
ReFuGees
ZF sponsors schools for Syrian refugee 
children who have been missing school 
for more than three years since the 
conflict began.  

ZF sends school buses to the scattered 
refugee camps around Gaziantep, Turkey, 
transporting 600 Syrian children to 
school. Each student is provided with a 
uniform, school supplies, backpack and 
daily instruction. 

Of an estimated 30,000 Syrian refugee 
children of school age in this area, only 
5,000 are in school. With your help, ZF will 
continue to expand this program for as long 
as it is needed.

What doES Zf do to promotE Education?

skIll tRaInInG & VocatIonal school FoR 
Women In kenya 
Ayana* is a young mother who can now build a better life through a 
ZF-sponsored vocational school in Kenya, the Heshima Kenya Girls’ 
Empowerment Program (GEP). Like other program participants, 
Ayana comes from a poor family, but now has the skills she needs to 
provide a stable upbringing for her children.

GEP teaches academic subjects, life skills and tailoring techniques 
to prepare girls and young women from 13 to 25 to become 
economically self-sufficient. The program also provides lunch, 
transportation and childcare. 

ZF operates similar vocational programs around the world. You 
can give a young woman like Ayana, her children and future 
grandchildren, a brighter future through ZF Education and Skill 
Training Programs.

*  Name has been changed to protect the privacy of beneficiaries.
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What doES Zf do to promotE Education?

RumI school In PakIstan
“Rumi International School gave us a light of hope to 
continue our study,” Says Yusuf*1, a 9th grade student 
in Haripur, Pakistan. After Yusuf’s father died in a 
bomb attack in 2001, education seemed unattainable 
until he found Rumi International School. Yusuf and 
his siblings enrolled in the school and now receive an 
education that will forever change their lives.  

Rumi International School gives nearly 600 refugee, 
displaced and impoverished students hope for a 
more prosperous future. Instead of going to work in 
sweatshops, restaurants or as servants, these children 
are getting the education they need to grow up to be 
successful adults. With your help, ZF can continue to 
educate children in need through schools like Rumi 
International.

VIllaGe school In sunyanI, Ghana*2 
ZF supports the village school in Sunyani, a rural 
Ghanaian town. Though they have few desks, books 
and other resources, the students have high academic 
aspirations, and learn three languages fluently 
including classical Arabic and English. 

A ZF volunteer once asked a student there if he likes 
school. Confused and startled at her question he 
replied, “It is a privilege here to attend school. When 
you have the chance, you do not miss a day, even if 
you must walk miles in the rain and trudge through 
muddy roads!” 

Even though annual tuition is a mere $60, a third of 
the students at this school cannot afford it and rely on 
donated sponsorships. With your help, ZF can support 
this and many more schools in West Africa.

*1  Names have been changed to protect the privacy of beneficiaries.
*2  See cover photo
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contact uS
Zakat Foundation of America
PO Box 639, Worth, IL 60482

P: 708.233.0555 | F: 708.233.0339
free: 1.888.ZAKAT.US (1.888.925.2887)
info@zakat.org

A 501(c) (3) Non-Pro t Organization.
Donations are U.S. Tax Exempt ID #36-44-76244

oRGanIZe
 > Set a date for your event that does not conflict with 

holidays or other major events. 

 > Make a list of items you will need – everything from 
table covers and clipboards to cords/adapters needed 
for an LCD screen & projector – and who will be 
responsible for bringing each.

 > Create an agenda with a start and end time. Account for 
prayer and bathroom breaks if needed. Allow time in the 
beginning for guests to arrive, sign in and socialize.

 > Create the desired ambiance. Decide what “feel” you 
want, and select and decorate your venue accordingly.  
Use directional signs to lead people to the right place. 

InVIte
Promote your event broadly. Invite friends,family, 
and colleagues.  Use social media and email, and make 
announcements at your school, masjid, and any other 
clubs or associations you belong to. 

collaboRate 
Invite other clubs, schools and communities to 
collaborate on the event with you. The more people you 
involve the better your turn-out will be because they will 
each publicize to their own networks. 

document
Take good quality photos and videos at your event, 
write a brief article or blurb about the event, and collect 
testimonials. Send these to getinvolved@zakat.org, so 
that we can feature your work in our newsletter and 
social media. 

tipS for a SuccESSful EvEnt

You can make a difference by holding an event to raise funds for ZF education programs 
that enable women and children to attend school. 
For $50 a month ($600/year) you can support one student’s education, including school 
fees, supplies, uniforms, transportation, and in some cases school operating bills, faculty 
salaries, and student housing. Here are some fun ideas for fundraisers:

stoRy tIme that InsPIRes
Invite parents and young children to an afternoon of sensational storytelling at your local 
community center, school, or college campus.

Project the pictures in the book onto a screen so everyone can see them. Bring your stories to 
life by using different voices for each character. Charge an entrance fee, and sell popcorn and 
other treats to raise the funds needed for your cause.

At your event, as well as in all your promotional material, highlight your cause and the 
importance of sponsoring the education of vulnerable children around the world. If one story 
night is not enough to raise the funds needed, then consider holding a series of story nights. 

We suggest The Library of Basra, by Jeanette Winter, and other titles that highlight the 
importance of education in the midst of crisis and conflict. But one book will not be enough. Be 
sure to read a few good books that will captivate your audience.

hoW can you hElp?

moVIe nIGht FoR 
educatIon
Host a movie night at 
your campus, home, or 
community center to show a 
documentary such as These 
Birds Walk, which highlights 
the struggle and resilience 
of poor and disadvantaged 
children. 

Charge a ticket fee, and set 
up a popcorn or concession 
stand too. Make sure you 
announce that the funds will 
go toward keeping vulnerable 
children off the streets and 
safe in school through ZF 
educational programs. 
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